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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 General

1.1.1  This report presents the interim results of archaeological fieldwork undertaken
by CFA Archaeology Ltd (CFA) and the Prestongrange Community
Archaeology Project (PCAP) from April to September 2004 at Prestongrange,
East Lothian.  A Project Design for the fieldwork was produced by CFA in
consultation with the East Lothian Heritage Officer and Prestongrange Project
Co-ordinator, Biddy Simpson.

1.1.2 The East Lothian Museums Service and the East Lothian Archaeology Service
have developed the concept of the PCAP.  Lottery Funding has been secured
and a prerequisite of the project is to foster local community participation in
order that those local groups may obtain a better understanding of the history
and archaeological importance of the study area.  This is a long-term project
with initially three phases:

Phase One - 2004 Season

• historical research; site walk-over; topographical survey of Morrison’s
Haven;

• exploratory evaluation of a former glassworks and pottery site;
• exploratory evaluation of a possible building associated with Ravenshaugh

House;
• construction of a website and dissemination of the 2004 results through a

series of public lectures presented as part of the PCAP Weekend and East
Lothian Archaeology Week;

• compilation of a desk based assessment;
• compilation of an interim data structure report;
• maintain a photographic and video record of the project.

Phase Two - 2005 Season

• 2005 Season –archaeological evaluation of the former glassworks and
pottery site;

• archaeological evaluation of a possible tollhouse site;
• archaeological investigation for the remains of a fort;
• possible geophysical investigation for the remains of a fort;
• further historical research by co-ordinated task groups;
• maintenance of the website;
• maintain a photographic and video record of the project;
• site open day and exhibition.

Phase Three - 2006 Season

• post-excavation analyses;
• final data structure report;
• further archaeological research depending on the results of 2005.
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Principal objectives

1.1.3 The principal objectives of the 2004 phase of the Prestongrange Community
Archaeological Project were:

• to explore and investigate the pre-colliery industrial heritage traditions of
Prestongrange and its environs through of a desk-based assessment;

• to provide information which will contribute to the existing and future
interpretation of the site in addition to feeding into the long-term
conservation and interpretation objectives of Prestongrange Industrial
Museum as a whole;

• to offer an opportunity for interested individuals and local communities to
become actively involved in a long-term archaeological project with
opportunities to work alongside qualified archaeologists, learn
archaeological techniques and develop a more comprehensive
understanding of a part of their local landscape and the objectives behind
archaeology.

Fieldwork Aims

1.1.4 The specific aims of the fieldwork component of the project over two years
are:

• to investigate and characterise the 16th century harbour, fort, vaults and
tidal mill at Morrison’s Haven, to the immediate north of the existing
Prestongrange Visitor Centre;

• to investigate and characterise the 16th to 17th century salt panning industry
in association with the harbour;

• to investigate and characterise the 17th century glassworks at
Prestongrange;

• to investigate and characterise the 18th century pottery at Prestongrange;

• to investigate and characterise the 18th/19th century toll house at the west
end of the Prestongrange site.

1.1.5 During 2004, archaeological evaluations were carried out at the following sites
within the Prestongrange Industrial Complex:

• the site of Ravenshaugh building;
• Morrison’s Haven;
• pottery and glassmaking areas.
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2. METHODOLOGY

2.1 General

2.1.1 CFA follows the principles, standards and guidelines established by the
Institute of Field Archaeologists.  Excavation was carried out by hand
according to established CFA practice and was recorded by photography, scale
drawing and written records using standard record sheets.  The location of the
trenches and test-pits were surveyed using industry standard surveying
equipment.

2.2 Historical desk-based assessment

2.2.1 Prior to the commencement of the fieldwork, a desk-based assessment was
conducted by Cressey and Oram (2004). This work has provided useful
historical information for the PCAP and will help to identify priorities for
archaeological investigation and also help to resolve certain issues arising
from the archaeological evidence during the 2004 season fieldwork.

2.3 Site excavation strategy

Archaeological test-pitting

2.3.1 All excavation work was carried out by hand and involved both test-pitting
and opening up larger trenches where appropriate.  Smaller sondage pits were
also excavated.  Where possible all test-pits and trenches were dug down to
natural sand.  The only limitation to this action was the presence of demolition
material which could not be removed by hand.

Site recording

2.3.2 Single context recording was carried out within areas subjected to
archaeological trenching.  Test-pits were recorded by context where
appropriate.  Drawings were produced at scales of 1:10 and 1:20 as
appropriate. Scaled sketches and notes were taken on each test pit.  This was
undertaken by members of the PCAP under the direction of the site supervisor.

Archaeological Photography

2.3.3 All areas archaeologically examined were photographed using 35mm and
digital photography.  Where possible photographic recording was undertaken
by PCAP members to enable them to learn how to carry out this aspect of
fieldwork.

Finds processing

2.3.4 Finds processing was undertaken under the guidance of a nominated ‘finds
person,’ herself a PCAP member. All ceramics were washed under the
guidance of George Haggarty (PCAP Pottery Advisor).
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2.4 Aerial photographic survey (Plate 1)

2.4.1 Prior to the start of work at Morrison’s Haven, it was decided to involve the
help of the Forth Valley Soarers, who have the capability of obtaining aerial
photographs using model aeroplanes.  The aim was to obtain before and after
clean-up photographs of the haven.  This exercise was conducted on the PCAP
Induction Day and provided a series of useful oblique photographs showing
various aspects of the harbour, such as the extent of the eastern harbour wall
and how much had been lost to coastal erosion.

2.5 Topographic survey (Fig 2)

2.5.1 A topographic survey of Morrison’s Haven was conducted using an industry
standard EDM linked to a portable computer running PENMAP software.
Features of interest included the fabric of the haven, the eroding pier and its
extent beyond the present high water mark and the modern footpath running
over the eastern breakwater.

2.6 Photographic and film recording

2.6.1 During the 2004 fieldwork season, the PCAP was filmed and photographed as
part of the project archive.  This aspect of the project was designed to provide
a documentary archive and to document the various stages of archaeological
activity throughout the year.   All members of the PCAP were encouraged to
present their findings at a given stage of the project.
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3. ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELDWORK RESULTS

3.1 Ravenshaugh building

3.1.1 Cartographic sources dating from the early 19th century depict the presence of
a rectangular structure at a fork in the coastal road to Prestonpans and the road
leading to Berwick on Tweed.  The structure is also shown on William
Forest’s map of Haddingtonshire in c.1802.   Other early maps schematically
depict a toll house situated opposite this building within what is now a dense
plantation of woodland surrounded by a deep ditch and wall.   Owing to the
difficulty of working within dense woodland and access problems due to the
presence of a deep ditch and wall around the plantation, it was decided to
investigate the building remains close to the fork in the road.  It was envisaged
that this work would allow the volunteers to gain archaeological experience in
working with building remains.

3.1.2 At the present time a large boundary wall is situated at the rear of the
triangular plot of land.  This wall has clear evidence for once having been part
of a building.  The wall is noticeably thicker where the stub of a return wall
meets a more recently constructed wall.  The stub of a partition wall
incorporates the rybats of a door or window, and a void in the brickwork
adjacent to the partition wall appears to represent the remains of a fireplace
situated within a section of overhanging brickwork.

3.1.3 The site was cleared of vegetation by members of the PCAP.  Two trenches
were established running northwards and positioned up against the east-west
aligned rear boundary wall.  Trench 1 measured 2m wide and 2.4m in length
and was placed up against the overhanging section of brickwork within the
boundary wall.  Trench 2 measured 1.5m wide and 3m in length and was
placed to cover both sides of the partition wall return.

Trench 1

3.1.4 Topsoil (1/001) was a very dark friable loam 0.1m deep.  This overlay a very
mixed rubble demolition layer rich in brick fragments and large stone blocks
(1/002) to a depth of 1m.  Finds included modern metalwork and 20th century
pottery.

Trench 2

3.1.5 Trench 2 contained mixed topsoil (2/001) overlying demolition rubble (2/002).
The rubble contained 19th century glazed brick, slabs of sandstone and modern
refuse including glass and metalwork and parts of a car door at a depth of
1.10m.

3.1.6 In order to make sense of the demolition material and to investigate its true
depth the two trenches were joined together by removing the intervening soil
to make a larger area excavation measuring 4m by 4m.
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3.1.7 At a depth of 1.1m in the south-east corner of the trench, up against the
foundations of the wall, were the remains of a flagstone floor.  A single broken
flagstone was still in situ.   Unfortunately, owing to the depth of the demolition
material and its very loose nature, it was considered unsafe to investigate the
extent of the flagstone floor.  On the same alignment of the return wall stub, a
line of stones marked the possible position of wall foundations.  The stones
were very disturbed and not mortar-bonded.  As with the south-eastern corner
of the trench, the area with the wall remains was liable to collapse and was not
safe to enter, so all excavation work ceased.  Following the completion of the
site survey and recording the trench was backfilled by hand.

3.2 Morrison’s Haven

Desk-based assessment

3.2.1 A desk-based assessment was undertaken to gain a better understanding on the
developmental history of Morrison’s Haven and within the much larger project
area (Cressey and Oram 2004, ibid).  Cartography has been the most useful
source of information in helping to understand how Morrison’s Haven evolved
and how its commercial life ended.  Another key desk-based element has been
a very good photographic record of the site.  Most of the photographic images
date to the late 19th and early 20th centuries and most show commercial use of
the harbour.   Photographs held in a private collection came to light as a result
of a request for photographs from members of the public during the Project
Open Day in September 2004.  These photographs of the eastern breakwater
provide us with reliable evidence on the scale of dereliction at one point in the
early 20th century.   They also show that the haven was much larger in extent
than that which can be seen on the ground today.

Hand cleaning

3.2.2 In early May 2004, Morrison’s Haven was cleaned using a mechanical
excavator (Plate 2). This proved the most effective method of dealing with the
dense vegetation that had colonised the harbour walls since the haven was
partially infilled and then re-excavated around 1960.  The vegetation was
removed and stockpiled prior to its removal by East Lothian Council.

3.2.3 Following the exposure of the haven by mechanical excavator, the PCAP
members cleaned up the walls by hand over two weekends (Plates 5 and 6).
This was useful for two reasons.  Firstly, this exercise gave the group a chance
to become familiar with archaeological hand cleaning on hard surfaces and
secondly it provided a chance to work together as a team.

Test-pitting by mechanical excavator

3.2.4 Two test-pits were dug at random locations within the interior of the haven
using a mechanical excavator (Plate 3).  The objective was to identify the
nature of the infilling material that had been dumped into the interior of the
haven during the late 1950s.  The positions of the test pits (TP) are shown in
Figure 2.   The test pits confirm that the infilling material is mainly fly-ash and
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coal waste with a depth of greater than 2.5m.  The fill was very loose and
unconsolidated (Plate 4).

Topographical survey

3.2.5 Following the clean-up work, a topographical survey was carried out using the
methods outlined in Section 2. The survey highlighted how much of the
eastern breakwater has been lost to erosion and how much of the southern
portion of the haven lies buried below several metres of colliery spoil that was
dumped during backfilling.   The results of this work are summarised in Table
1.  The individual features (A-H) are shown on Figure 2.

Feature Dimensions Summary Description
A 32m long and 5.6m wide Terminus of the 18th century eastern

haven wall, containing large, randomly
laid, basalt blocks.  Faced with sandstone
and ashlar blocks, many of these are
displaced due to erosion.

B 32m long and 3.3m wide,
exposed height 0.70m

Middle section of the eastern harbour wall
containing coursed sandstone and basalt
blocks.  Cement patch repairs on top of
the wall. The top slopes eastwards with a
gentle camber.

C 23.1m long and 1.25m
wide, exposed height 0.5m

Concrete back wall.  Early 20th century
addition, built by the National Coal
Board.  An outflow drain runs below the
wall from the Prestongrange Colliery bath
house.

D 5.9m long and 1.6m wide Projecting concrete capping associated
with C the wastewater outfall.

E 16.8m (at centre) and
16.4m at the south end

Curving arrangement of sandstone blocks
of varying size forming the foundations of
a coal jetty.  A line of timber piles
survives from this feature.

F 3.3m long and 2.4m wide Sluice between former tidal reservoir and
Morrison’s Haven.  Incorporates
sandstone and laid brickwork alongside
four timber piles with tie-rods.

G 87.10m long and 1.20m
wide

Western haven wall. Massive sandstone
blocks with brickwork and iron clamp
repairs.

H 19.75m diameter and 1.5m
high

Concrete plinth for starboard harbour
light.  A pier connecting to Feature G is
buried below a modern coastal path.

Table 1  Summary descriptions and dimensions of the main features at
Morrison’s Haven shown in Figure 2
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3.3 The pottery site

Background

3.3.1 The pottery site lies to the east of a row of cottages towards the eastern end of
the Prestongrange Industrial Museum (Fig 1).  The site is bounded on its
northern and eastern side by a pedestrian footpath.  A railway line runs along
the southern boundary and at the western end a garden wall and the upstanding
remains of a derelict building known locally as the Customs House bound this
end of the site.   Early map evidence strongly suggests that the eastern part of
the site was occupied by a pottery site in the 18th century.  The pottery site is
shown on a later plan dated to 1832.  The map was prepared for use in a court
case between the then owner of the Prestongrange Estate, Sir George Grant
Suttie, and potter George Gordon.   The area labelled ‘Mr Gordons Property’
is referred to as having previously been the site of a glass works (Turnbull
2001).  The plan shows an H-shaped building with a circular pottery kiln
within. Two more kilns are depicted to the west of the H-shaped building.  To
the north of the two kilns there is a small square structure and a rectilinear
building.  Further to the west are the ‘remains of an old fort’.

3.3.2 In the early 20th century a row of miners cottages occupied the northern part of
the pottery site.  These buildings were still standing as late as the 1970s when
they were demolished as part of site clearance operations.   A photograph
dating to the 1930s shows that the majority of the pottery site was used as a
drying green.  The gable end of the Customs House is shown as a roofed
building at this time.  In the mid-1980s the pottery site was ploughed and
planted with birch and sycamore trees.  The ground surface is undulating with
the ridges from planting.  Nineteenth and 20th century pottery, flint and glass is
well spread across the site owing to plough action.

3.3.3 A second world war air-raid shelter is situated on the eastern side of the
Customs House. This feature has a set of stairs below an angular concrete roof.
To the west of the stair, the concrete roof and an air-vent are partly visible.
The shelter was built for the occupants of the aforementioned miners’
cottages.

Trial trenching and test-pitting (see Fig 1 for locations)

3.3.4 Prior to the fieldwork the historic maps were overlain over modern maps in an
attempt to produce a predictive model to show the approximate position of the
kiln within the H-shaped building.  This layout formed the basis of the test-pit
targeting strategy.   Trial trenching and test-pitting followed the methodology
outlined above.  The finds recovered from the trial trenches and test-pits were
kept regardless of their age.  In all cases the soils exposed in section were
homogenous and free-draining with no potential for palaeoenvironmental
sampling.
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Trench 1 (Figures 1, 3, 4 and 7)

3.3.5 Trench 1 (Fig 3) measured 3m long and 2m wide and was placed against the
south wall of the former Customs House (1/004).  The aim was to assess the
nature of the building foundations and to determine if any remains of the kiln
shown on the historic map survived.  The topsoil (1/001) was a mixed black
loam with modern root activity.  Finds were mainly recent and included glass,
bone, metal and stones.  Below the topsoil at a depth of 0.15m, a mixed light
brown layer (1/002) rich in mortar was recorded.  At a depth of 0.20m against
the base of the Customs House wall were three rows of mug-tiles (1/003)
placed to act as a drip-sill drain.  The tiles are a type of drainage pipe that was
common in the 19th century.  At a depth of 0.47m, wall (1/005) was discovered
(Fig 1, 3 and Plate 7). The wall ran partly under the Custom’s House south
wall but did not extend beyond it on the other side.  Wall (1/005) comprised of
randomly laid angular and sub-angular blocks of sandstone.  The wall
measured 2.80m long and 0.68m wide at its widest point (at the southern end),
and was aligned north-south.  The wall had a maximum depth of 0.47m and
sat directly on top of natural sand (1/006, see Fig 7).  No cut was identified
marking the position of a foundation trench for wall (1/005).  At the southern
end of the trench, three flagstones (1/007) were found occupying the same
level of wall (1/005).  The flagstones were interpreted as the remnant of a floor
level that was in all probability contemporary with the wall.

3.3.6 Following work to extend the trench southwards and further to the east, the
west wall (1/008) of the air-raid shelter was exposed in section (Fig 4).  This
comprised six courses of Flemish-bonded brick below a capping of concrete,
which was the roof of the shelter. Wall (1/005) suddenly terminates for no
apparent reason and it seems likely that the construction of the air-raid shelter
damaged it.

3.3.7 Finds from Trench 1 included a wide assortment of pottery ranging from a
single unstratified sherd of green glazed pottery (possibly part of a medieval
jug handle) to other various types of biscuit-fired ware that mainly date from
the 19th-20th century (George Haggarty pers. comm.).  The pottery will be the
subject of post-excavation analyses during the 2005 season.

Test-pit 2

3.3.8 Test-pit 2 measured 1m by 1m and was situated 12m to the east of Trench 1.
The top soil (2/001) was very mixed to a depth of 0.40m.  At this depth a
change occurred with the emergence of a more compact yet still disturbed
layer (2/002) which reached a depth of 0.90m.  Natural (3/003) at this location
was a brown-yellow sharp sand and pebbles.  Finds included pottery, and flint
nodules which were used in the production of glaze. Fragments of kiln
furniture known as hens toes, used to support plates, were also found along
with modern glass and ashes.
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Test-pit 3

3.3.9 Test-pit 3 was situated 3.60m to east of Test-pit 2.  The topsoil (3/001) was a
mixed black loam rich in demolition debris of brick and mortar. At a depth of
0.45m a very dense brick rubble (3/002) was encountered which appeared to
be compacted but did not form a coherent pattern as a laid or mortared surface.
This material became more compact with depth (3/003) and could not be
excavated below 1m as a result.  It was decided to extend the test-pit by 1m on
its northern side in an attempt to determine the extent of the compact brick
layer.  This was found to continue into the northern extension but again was
difficult to dig through.  The work ceased at a depth of 0.5m.  Finds included
fragments of slate, bone and stone as well as a piece of shirt, thus showing that
the fill of Test-pit 3 was very mixed and of a recent age.

Test-pit 4

3.3.10 Test-pit 4 measured 1m square and was situated 5.50m to the east of test-pit 3.
This was extended on its southern side making a combined length of 2.10m.
The topsoil (4/001) was c.0.25m deep and very mixed and included ash, brick
and mortar, rubble and general domestic waste.  A series of large angular
boulders (4/002) was encountered at a depth of 0.45m.  These were very large,
ranging from 0.25m to 0.45m, and contained within a fairly compacted mixed
rubble layer.  The trench was dug to a depth of 1.20m, at which a more
impenetrable compact rubble was encountered (4/003).   Work had to cease at
this depth due to the danger of collapsing sections.

Test-pit 5

3.3.11 Test-pit 5 was placed 5m to the east of Test-pit 4.  Test-pit 5 measured 1m
square and was excavated to a depth of 0.70m.  The topsoil (5/001) was
shallow with a depth of about 0.10m, as the pit was located in the middle of a
plough furrow.  The layer (5/002) below the topsoil was a very loose
homogenous mixed fill with rubble and smaller stones.  This layer overlay
natural yellow sand (5/003) at a depth of 0.60m.  The finds from this test-pit
included pottery sherds and vitrified material among which three large
fragments of glass slag (cullet) were recovered (Plate 10).

Test-pit 6

3.3.12 Test-pit 6 was situated between Trench 1 and the garden boundary wall (Fig 1)
and measured 1m by 1.20m and was excavated to a depth of 0.90m.  The
topsoil (6/001) and the layer below (6/002) were virtually indistinguishable
and filled with an assortment of rubble and debris including strands of thick
wire.  At 0.40m depth, a polythene bag and a metal-topped glass jar of Gerber
baby food was found.  At a depth of 0.45m a railway sleeper was found
running across the test-pit in a NW-SE direction and could not be removed.
Work was confined to the north side of the sleeper where natural yellow sand
(6/003) was found at 0.90m.
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Test-pit 7 (Fig 8)

3.3.13 Test-pit 7 was situated c.8m south-east of Test-pit 6 and was initially 1m by
1m in extent but was subsequently enlarged at a later stage.  Topsoil (7/001)
was shallow and merged with a rubble layer (7/002) containing corrugated
metal sheeting.  At about 0.50m a layer of brown compact black humus layer
was found (7/003) below which was a white layer rich in concrete and burnt
stone (7/004).  This layer contained the remains of mattress springs.   Towards
the base of the pit a compact layer of coal dust (7/005) was found, this rested
above a layer of compact brick and coarse rubble (7/006).  Below this, a black
ash layer was found (7/007). The finds at this level included clinker and
fragments of glass waste known as cullet.  Natural sand was encountered at
1.40m deep (7/008).  An extension to Test-pit 7 revealed the compacted red-
brick and course rubble layer (7/006) at a depth of 1.30m deep.  Coal, slag and
ash (7/007) were again observed but no diagnostic finds were recovered.
Work in the extension was abandoned at 1.30m depth as this was beyond a
safe working limit.

Trench 8

3.3.14 Trench 8 measured 2m by 1m and was located within the interior of the
Customs House at its eastern end (Fig 1 and 5).  The trench was situated here
to investigate whether wall (1/005) discovered in Trench 1 continued
northwards under the Customs House wall.   A layer of randomly laid bricks
(8/001) covered the surface of this trench to a depth of 0.07m.  The bricks
were bonded with a crude lime mortar. At the west end of the trench, a large
fired-clay slab (8/002) measuring 0.95m by 0.47m deep was found.  Below the
randomly laid brick level, a foundation layer of brick rubble consisted of
whole and half bricks (8/004).  Below the foundation layer, natural sand was
recorded at a depth of 0.30m (8/003).  No finds of any significance were made.

Trench 9 (Figs1, 6, and Plate 9)

3.3.15 Trench 9 was situated at the west end of the interior of the Customs House and
orientated east to west.  The trench was dug to determine the nature of the
existing and earlier floor levels of the building and to establish if there were
any industrial remains associated with either the pottery or the glass works.
The trench measured 2.04m by 0.55m in extent.  The primary feature was a
turf layer (9/001), below which was a floor of laid brick (9/002).  Probing
confirmed that the floor extended well beyond the confines of the trench.  A
brick partition wall (9/003) ran east-west forming a formal edge to exposed
floor (9/002).  A second partition wall was aligned north-south and found to
contain stamped bricks (Prestongrange).  A fragment of wood, presumed to be
a fragment of floor joist was found in situ (9/005). To the north of this find, a
layer of flagstones was recorded (9/006).  To the east of partition wall (9/004)
was a loose layer of sand that was possibly re-deposited (9/007).  Natural
yellow sand (9/008) was identified on the east side of partition wall (9/004).

3.3.16 Towards the north side of the trench, a black slate slab (9/009) measuring
0.64m long and 0.32m wide was found.  On its surface was carved the initials
P.G.  A concrete slab (9/010) was recorded at the west end of the trench, this
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overlay the vestigial remains of a hearth which survived as a layer of mortared
brickwork and green ceramic tile (9/011).  The only find from this trench was
a lead plumb bob that was probably of recent age.

3.4 Sondage pits (Fig 1)

Sondage A

3.4.1 A sondage pit measuring 0.5m by 0.5m was dug on the south side of the
garden boundary wall in an attempt to characterise the nature of the deposits in
this area (Fig 1).  It was known from historical maps that a kiln was present
within this particular location.  Owing to the difficulty of removing the
compact rubble, work ceased at a depth of about 1m.

Sondages B and C

3.4.2 Two small sondage pits (0.50m by 0.50m) were dug against the eastern
boundary of the plantation (Fig 1).  The aim was to establish the depth of the
underlying deposits in this area.  The results were inconclusive owing to the
presence and density of rubble.  The pits could only be dug to a depth of
0.40m and, due to the compact nature of the underlying demolition material,
work had to be abandoned.



PRES/950/0 16 CFA

4. DISCUSSION

4.1 Ravenshaugh building

4.1.1 The site that was investigated for evidence of a building associated with
Ravenshaugh House proved inconclusive in terms of specific evidence of in
situ building remains.  It was clear that evidence for a building does survive at
this site, but these remains had been severely disturbed during its demolition.
The remains of a single in situ flagstone at a depth of 1.1m shows that the
present surface level has been built up and the present day ground surface is
certainly artificial.  The depth at which large blocks of brick demolition
material was found attest to the scale of the demolition.  Local members of the
public recall that in the 1960s a scrap-yard occupied the triangular plot of land.
The presence of car parts in Trench 2 at a depth of over a metre provide
corroborative evidence that the site was indeed a scrap-yard but the building
remains recovered during the excavation appear to be of a much earlier date.
Historical map evidence strongly suggests that a building depicted as a toll
house may lie opposite or close to the site that was excavated.

4.2 Morrison’s Haven

4.2.1 The historical research and excavations carried out within Morrison’s Haven
have provided the PCAP project with useful information on the evolution, use
and demise of this historically important site.  The topographic survey has
shown what survives on the ground today.  Based on the cartographic evidence
and the results of the topographic survey, it is estimated that approximately
60-70% of the southern portion or shoreward side of Morrison’s Haven is now
below several metres of colliery waste. Prior to the start of the archaeological
work, the areas examined lay partially masked below dense vegetation.  The
clearance of this material and excavation work has brought the haven back
into the public eye and it is now a more visually enhanced and recognisable
exhibit within the Prestongrange Industrial Museum.

4.2.2 During the course of the work, the programme of test-pitting using the
mechanical excavator showed that demolition material and colliery waste from
Prestongrange Colliery and fly-ash from the nearby Cockenzie Power Station
is in excess of 2.5m deep.  The natural basal level of the haven was beyond the
reach of the small mini-digger that was used, therefore at this stage we cannot
be certain of the depth at which natural marine deposits lie.  However,
allowing for the 2.5m section observed within the haven (ie below the current
internal level of the haven) combined with the 2m high artificial bank
surrounding it, these measurements show that the depth of combined infill
material is likely to be in excess of 4.5m from the uppermost level.

4.2.3 Any archaeological remains associated with the tidal mill are likely to be very
deep and this would, on the grounds of health and safety, make it dangerous to
explore any association with the tidal mill that was known to exist on the west
side of Morrison’s Haven.   The position of the 16th to 17th century salt
panning industry also associated with the harbour may also be impossible to
predict owing to the sheer depth of the overburden.  It was envisaged that
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Ground Penetrating Radar techniques might prove useful but the depth of
overburden would probably prohibit the use of this apparatus.

The pottery site

4.2.4 Within the areas investigated by trial trenching and test-pitting this work
provided no conclusive evidence of in situ building remains associated with a
glassworks or pottery.  Within the limitations imposed by such small trenches
the building remains identified in Trench 1 were not found to be part of a
larger structure. As yet, we have no direct evidence for the remains of the
pottery and glassworks, although the recovery of flint nodules used for the
manufacture of glaze, biscuit fired pottery, wasters, fragments of saggers
(ceramic containers) and glass cullet (waste glass) provides indirect evidence
for the pottery and glassworks.   The identification of the building and kiln
shown on the 1832 historic map has proven to be difficult, however the
problem of locating the pottery buildings will be dealt with in 2005 by
opening up much larger trenches.

4.2.5 The fills encountered during the excavation work provide evidence that the
site has been levelled, possibly by a mechanical excavator during site
clearance by the National Coal Board during the late 1960s.  Corrugated-iron
sheeting and bed-springs found at a depth of over 1m in Test-pit 7 confirm that
the overburden is very deep and typical of industrial sites with a history of
demolition.

4.2.6 The work within the interior of the former Customs House has provided
evidence that the building had at least two phases of recent brick floor.  Other
evidence in the form of foundations for partition walls strongly suggests that
the building’s interior was extensively modified.  The building’s south wall
contains a number of blocked doors and windows and it is likely that some of
this blocking work may be contemporary.  The sand and gravel recorded in
Trench 1 and Trench 9 may represent the position of a former relict shoreline
positioned on the 5m contour.  The natural sand was found to be progressively
deeper towards the southernmost test pit (Trench 7).   It is possible that the
precise morphology of the relict shoreline will be resolved during the 2005
fieldwork.

4.2.7 The site of the fort, vaults and tidal mill will be investigated during the 2005
season after further exploratory work has been undertaken on the nature of the
fills towards the modern coastal road.  A better understanding on the nature of
the fills will provide information on the potential use of geophysical survey
equipment.
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5. RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 Toll house site

5.1.1 In order to establish the precise location of the toll house site identified from
cartographic sources, the area of woodland opposite the site investigated in
2004 should be subjected to trial trenching following the removal of the trees.
A series of trial trenches dug using a mechanical excavator will address the
question of whether any structural remains survive from this site, or if it was
completely cleared when the new coastal road was constructed.

5.2 Morrison’s Haven

5.2.1 Funds should be sought to place a new display board at the northern end of
Morrison’s Haven where members of the public pass the site along the
adjacent cycle path.  The new notice board should incorporate the results
recently produced by the PCAP.  This will bring the haven back into the public
domain, enhance its importance as a major exhibit associated with the
Prestongrange Industrial Museum and provide useful publicity for the PCAP.

5.2.2 It recommended that Morrison’s Haven be kept clear of all vegetation and
regularly maintained by East Lothian Council.  This may involve the use of
systemic weed killer or other passive means of weed control.

5.3 The Fort

5.3.1 The position of the remains of a fort depicted as depicted on a historical map
of 1832 is shown on Figure 1.  A series of test pits should be dug in order to
establish the nature of deposits overlying the general area of the fort.   This
work should be undertaken before any ground penetrating work (GPR) work is
undertaken.

5.4 The pottery site

5.4.1 Based on what has been learnt during the 2004 season, it is recommended that
following the felling of a large area of woodland, the site should be
investigated using a mechanical excavator to open up a series of trial trenches.
It is recommended that this work be done during the winter months when the
ground cover is at its lowest.  Areas of investigation should include the
following :

• position a large trench across Trench 1 to expose the south wall of the air-
raid shelter.  This will help to clarify if this feature reused the remains of
the earlier H-shaped pottery building shown in Figure 1.

• position a larger trench on the south side of the former Customs House in
order to investigate why there is glass cullet present in Test pit 7.  Are
there any structural remains at this location?

• position a small trench on the south side of the modern garden wall
surrounding the row of cottages to investigate the area of Sondage A.  The
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1832 historic plan shows that a pottery kiln was present in this general
location. Are there any archaeological remains of this kiln surviving?

5.4.2 It is recommended the PCAP members be involved in this work to allow them
to take part in the recording of any archaeological remains.  These will then be
investigated later during the 2005 PCAP season.

5.5 Task groups

5.5.1 It is strongly recommended that the volunteer members be assigned to various
task groups, as proposed during the review meeting held at the Prestongrange
Industrial Museum on 11 December 2004.

5.6 Website

5.6.1 It is strongly recommended that the results of the earlier desk-based
assessment (CFA Report 937) and this report be placed in an appropriate
downloadable format on the PCAP website (www.prestongrange.org/pcap) to
bring the results so far to a wider audience.  A popular summary provided as a
separate web page would also be useful.
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APPENDIX 1: Context Register

Context No. Description Same as
Trench 1`
1/001 Very loose topsoil effected by ploughing and tree planting, 0.25m deep
1/002 Very mixed layer with high mortar content
1/003 Ceramic mug tiles in a line of three up against wall 004
1/004 Upstanding wall of the former Custom’s House
1/005 Wall aligned north-south running up to 004.  2.80m long and 0.68m wide
1/006 Natural sand with gravel exposed on the west side of wall 005
1/007 Possible remains of a flagstone floor. Three pieces of stone possibly

running under the southern section
1/008 a WWII air raid shelter exposed in the western section of Trench 1. Six

courses of brickwork and the top of a concrete roof or capping layer.
Test-Pit 2
2/001 Topsoil
2/002 Mixed layer
2/003 Natural yellow-brown sand

Test Pit 3
3/001 Topsoil
3/002 Loosely Compacted brick rubble
3/003 Densely Compacted brick rubble

Test Pit 4
4/001 Topsoil
4/002 Series of angular boulders
4/003 Impenetrable compact rubble

Test Pit 5
5/001 Topsoil
5/002 Mixed layer
5/003 Natural yellow sand

Test Pit 6
6/001 Topsoil
6/002 Rubble rich layer
6/003 Natural yellow sand 5/003

Test Pit 7
7/001 Topsoil, light grey mixed with tree roots, 0.20m deep 1001
7/002 Demolition debris including brick, stone, plaster, concrete with large voids
7/003 Compacted black humus at 0.80m depth, the layer is c.0.10m thick and

very hard with no inclusions.
7/004 White layer with concrete and burnt stone in a 0.20m layer below 7003
7/005 Very compact layer of soot and coal dust, 0.12m thick below 7004
7/006 Layer of compacted crushed brick and tile, mortar and randomly tipped,

(levelling layer? below 005.
7/007 Black ash layer containing glass slag with a blue-green molten character.
7/008 Natural sand and clay at 1.40m depth 1006/5003

Trench 8
8/001 Remains of brick floor within the interior of the former Custom’s House
8/002 Large slab situated at the middle of the trench measuring 0.95m by 0.70m

wide.
8/003 Layer of compacted natural sand at the east end of the trench 1006/5/003/7/009
8/004 Demolition layer, whole brick and brick fragments in a random order on

the west side of the trench

Trench 9
9/001 Turf layer
9/002 Brick floor laid tightly but with no mortar in between
9/003 Brick partition wall to support a timber joist, 1.92m long and 0.25m wide
9/004 Part of second partition wall using Prestongrange stamped brick.
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Context No. Description Same as
9/005 Small piece of wood, possibly the remains of a joist, 0.38m long and 0.18m

wide, 0.02m thick.
9/006 Stone flagstone, possibly part of an earlier floor layer
9/007 Loose sand layer, possibly redeposited layer of sand
9/008 Natural light beige sand
9/009 Black slate stone stamped PG. 0.63m long, 0.32m wide and 0.05m thick.
9/010 Concrete slab measuring 1.28m by 0.68m wide, 0.05m thick on top of

context 9/011,
9/011 Brickwork and ceramic tiles lying under 9/002 and 9/010

APPENDIX 2: Photographic Register

Photo No. Description Conditions Taken From
Film 1
1-2 Collapsed west breakwater Sunny NE
3-4 West breakwater Sunny SE
5-6 West breakwater Cloudy SE
7-8 West breakwater, harbour interior Partial cloud E
9-10 West breakwater, harbour interior Partial cloud E
11-12 West breakwater, harbour interior, Section 1 Sunny E
13-14 West breakwater, harbour interior, Section 2 Partial cloud E
15-16 West breakwater, harbour interior, Side view

one
Partial cloud W

17-18 West breakwater, harbour interior, Side view
two

Partial cloud W

19-20 West breakwater, harbour interior, Side view
three

Partial cloud W

21-22 West breakwater, harbour interior, Section 4 Partial cloud W
23-24 West breakwater, harbour interior, Section 5 Sunny W
25-26 West breakwater, harbour interior, Section 6 Sunny W
27-28 West breakwater, harbour interior, Section 7 Sunny W
29-30 West breakwater, harbour interior, Section 8 Partial cloud W
31-32 Pit bath house water outlet Sunny E

Film 2
1-2 Inner pier general character shot Sunny E
3-4 Inner pier, general shot with piles Sunny E
5-6 Inner pier south side Sunny E
7-8 Inner pier general view Sunny NW
9-10 West breakwater, general shot Sunny NW
11-12 West breakwater, Section 1 Sunny SW
13-14 West breakwater, Section 2 Sunny SW
15-16 West breakwater, Section 3 Sunny SW
17-18 West breakwater, Section 4 Sunny SW
19-20 West breakwater, Section 5 Sunny SW
21-22 West breakwater, Section 6 Sunny SW
23-24 West breakwater, Section 7 Sunny SW
25-26 West breakwater, Section 8 Sunny SW
27-28 West breakwater, Section 9 Sunny SW
29-30 West breakwater, Section 10 Sunny SW
31-32 Sluice gate, general view of timber work Sunny SW
33-34 Sluice gate, timber and brickwork on east

side
Sunny SW

35-36 Sluice gate, timber section on west side Sunny SW

Film 3
1-2 Sluice gate timber section and red brick outlet Sunny W
3-4 General view of west pier and section Sunny W
5-6 General view of sluice gate Sunny NE
7-8 Toll house site general shot Sunny NE
9-10 General shot of Trench 1 Sunny S
11-12 Drainage pipes (003) Trench 1 Sunny S
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Photo No. Description Conditions Taken From
13-14 Test-pit 2 Bottomed Sunny Vertical
15-16 Trench 1 general shot Sunny S
17-18 Test-pit 4, Bottomed Sunny Vertical
19-20 Test-pit 5, Bottomed Sunny Vertical
21-22 Test pit 3, first half Sunny S
23-23 Trench 1 General shot (c. 1002-1005) Sunny S
24-25 Trench 1 close up of pipes c. 1003 Sunny S
26-27 Test-pit 4, genera shot of rubble Sunny S
28-29 Test-pit 3, 3003 lower floor level? Sunny S
30-31 Tool house Trench 1, flagstone before

backfilling
Sunny N

32-33 Test-pit 2, Bottom layer (2003) sand Sunny S
34-35 Test-pit 4 bottomed out Sunny S
36-37 Test pit 5, bottomed out Sunny S
Film 4
1 Registration shot
2-4 Test pit 3 in progress Dull S
5-6 Test Pit 3, general shot Dull N
7-8 Close up of possible floor layer, ?
9-11 Trench 1, Wall 005 Sunny S
12-13 Trench 1, Wall 005 Sunny W
14-15 Trench 1, east facing section Sunny W
16-17 Spoilt shot
18 Test-pit 4, general shot Sunny E
19 Test-pit 4, general shot Sunny NE
20-21 Test-pit 4, general shot Sunny E

Film 5 (commenced at shot 13)
13-15 Test-pit 4, general shot Bright W
16-17 Test-pit 4, shot of base Bright N
18-19 Test-pit 7, record shot Bright S
20-23 Trench 1, record shot Bright S
24-25 Test- pit 6, general shot Bright E
26-27 Test-pit 6, general shot Bright E
28-29 Test-pit 6, general shot Bright S
30-31 Test-pit 6, general shot Bright W
32-33 Trench 8 showing brick layer below turf Bright E
34-35 Test-pit 7, compacted brick and stone layer Bright N

Film 6
1-2 Registration shot,  Trench 10 Sunny
3-4 Trench 8 looking N Sunny S
5-6 Trench 8 looking S Sunny N
7-8 Trench 8 looking E Sunny W
9-10 Trench 8 looking W Sunny E
11-12 Trench 8, plan view Sunny Near vertical
13 Trench 8, general shot Sunny W
14 Trench 8, general shot Sunny E
15 Trench 8, general shot Sunny W
16 Trench 8, general shot Sunny N
17 Trench 8, general shot Sunny S
19-20 Trench 9, general shot Sunny W
21 Trench 9, general shot Sunny E
22 Trench 9, general shot, NW corner Sunny E
23-24 Trench 9, general shot, natural sand Sunny W
25-6 Trench 7, general shot Sunny N
27 Trench 7, general shot Sunny E
28 Trench 9, general shot Sunny S
29 Trench 9, general shot of flagstones Sunny S
30 Trench 9, general shot of flagstones Sunny W
31-32 Trench 8, general shot Sunny Vertical
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Photo No. Description Conditions Taken From
33-34 Trench 9, general shot Sunny W
35 Jackie in Trench 8 Sunny W
36 Louise recording in Trench 10 Sunny W

Film 7
1-3 Registration shot Bright
4-5 Trench 1m general shot Bright W
6-7 Trench 1, general shot Bright E
8-9 Trench 1, general shot Bright S
10-11 Trench 1, general shot Bright N
12-13 Trench 9, general shot Bright E
14-15 Trench 9, general shot Bright S
16 Test-pit 7b Bright W
17 Test pit 7b Bright N
18 Trench 9, general shot Dull S
19-20 Trench 9, general shot Dull E
21 Trench 9, general shot Dull N
22-23 Trench 9, general shot Dull W
24 Trench 9, NW corner detail Dull W
25 Trench 9, NW corner detail Dull N
26 Trench 9, NW corner detail Dull S

27-28 Trench 7b Dull N
29 Trench 9 of ‘PG’ stone Dull W
30 Trench 9 general shot Dull W

APPENDIX 3: Drawings Register

Drg No. Section/Plan Scale Description Drawn by
1 Trench Plan 1:20 Trench 1, 1/002 and wall 1’005 F Chambers & S Lyon
2 Trench Plan 1:10 Trench 1, wall 1/005, 1/006 and 1/007  A Hacket &  S Lyon
3 Section 1:10 Trench 1, Wall 1/004 west facing

elevation
F Chambers , S Lyon, A
Hacket

4 Section 1:10 Trench 1 west facing trench section
(1/008)

A Hacket & S Lyon

5 Plan 1:10 Trench 8 Plan of brick floor (8/001) block
(8/002)

J. Liehne  and M Maxwell

6 Section 1:10 Test Pit 7, South section. D Laing
7 Plan 1:10 Trench 9 general layout, c. 9/002 brick

floor.
M Maxwell

APPENDIX 4: Finds Register

Box Number Contents
1 (TP 3) 1 bag of pottery (L), 1 bag of pottery and mortar (L), 2 bags of pottery (M), 1 bag of

pottery (S).
2 (TP 7) 4 bags of pottery (L), 3 bags of pottery (M), 2 bags of pottery (S), 2 bags of assorted

material (S).
3 (TP 1) 5 bags of pottery (L).

4 (TP 4) 5 bags of pottery (L), 1 bag of pottery and slate (L), 3 bags of pottery and mortar
(M).

5 (TP 5) 1 bag of pottery (L), 1 bag of mortar (L), 1 bag of vitrified material (L), 1 bag of
pottery (M), 1 bag of pottery (S).

6 (TP 1, Tr. 8,
Surface finds,
Sondage 1)

3 bags of pottery (L), 3 bags of brick (L), 1 bag of pottery (M), 1 bag of pottery (S).

7 (TP 3,4, 5, 2 bulk samples, 3 bags of pottery (L), 1 bag of glass (L), 1 bag of assorted material
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Sondage 1, Tr.
1 ext.)

(L), 1 bag of pottery (M).

8 (TP 1, 9) 3 bags of pottery (L), 1 clay pipe, 1 bag of pottery (M), 1 bag of pottery (S).

9 (TP 4) 4 bags of pottery (L), 1 bag of pottery (M), 3 bags of assorted material (M).

10 (TP 2) 1 bag of pottery (L), 2 bags of pottery (M), 1 bag of pottery (S).

Appendix 5 Sample Register

TP7 Two bulk bags of ash from context 7008
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